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In The Specification: 

On page 1, please amend the paragraph beginning on line 2 in accordance with the 

following paragraph: 



This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application number 09/574,077 JSledon 
Mav 18, 2000, which is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application number 08/845,734 Jiledon 
April 25. 1997. now abandoned, which is a contimiation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application 
number 08/824,142, filed March 25. 1997. now U.S. Patent number 6,241,760 and which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application number 08/824,866, filed March 26, 1997, now 
U.S. Patent number 5.954/743 and which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application 
number 08/824.865 , filed March 26. 1997. now U.S. Patent nu mber 6.152.957 and which is a 
continuation on port continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application number 08/845,657, filed 
April 25, 1997. now U.S. Patent number 5.922.021. which claims the benefit of Provisional 
Patent Application No. 60/017.484 filed April 26. 1996. all of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. This application claims tho benefit of Provioional Patent Application No, 60/017,484 
filed April 26, 1996, the disclosure of which is inoorporated by reference. 


On page 7, beginning at line 19, please amend the specification in accordance with the 
following paragraphs: 


2^ 


Fig. 6A is a scale drawing of an embodiment of the stent of the present invention with 
reenforcement expansion columns; 

Fig. 6A is an enlarged portion of the drawing of Fig. 6; 

Figj 6B is a perspective view of the embodiment of Figure 6A; 


Please amend the Abstract in accordance with the following: 


A otont in a non expanded state has a first and second expansion column, each consisting 
of a plurality of axpanoion strut pairs. An expansion Dtrut pair includ e s a first e xpansion strut, a 
sooond e xpansion strut and a joining strut that couples tho firot and second expanaion struts-at 
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end. Expansion strut pairs include expansion otrut pair firot and second Comoro formed where 
tho joining atrut couploo tho first and scoond expansion struts. A connecting otrut oohimn, filmed 
of a plurality of connecting struts couploo tho firot and oocond expansion columns. Conn eeSag 
struts inoludo a proximal section, a distal section and an intermediate oootion. Tho proximal 
section io oouplod to tho oomor of an expansion strut pair of tho firot expansion column, and th e 
distal sootion io coupled to tho j ninin c ^trut of an expansion strut pair of tho second oirpansion 
oolumn intermediate tho expansion strut pair first com e r and tho expansion strut pair s e cond 


corner. 



A stent has a first end, an opposing second end a longit udinal length, and is comprised of a 
plurality of a nnular elem ents. Each annular element mav have a compressed state and an expanded 
state. At least a portion nf the stent in the expanded state may have a tapered config uration, and 
portions of the stent mav have differing degr ees of flexibility. 
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